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“NO Separation”      Text – Romans 8:31-39       HC Q/A 127    OT Reading – Isaiah 50:7-9; Zech 3

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
This is our last day on what and others have described as the mountain top of Romans – Chapter 8.  
· On our first day here we were told that there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
· On the second day, we heard that this guarantee of no condemnation is because the Holy Spirit works all of the benefits of Christ’s work in the believer.
· On the third day, we heard that because the Holy Spirit lives in us, sin can not defeat us.
· On the fourth day, we learned that while we groan because of how sin affects our bodies, the Spirit is our guarantee that we will one day have a resurrected and glorified body.  
· And on the fifth day (it almost sounds like the creation account doesn’t’ it ( ), the Lord revealed to us His eternal plan for believers as a basis for comfort even in times of distress and hardship.
So we have been given reason after reason after reason to be confident and certain that our salvation in Christ is secure. 

But there are times, aren’t there, when we are trying to convince someone, like our children, and have given them reason after reason, but still they are not sure.
For example, a Father might be trying to convince his daughter to jump of the cupboard into his arms.  But she is scared that he might not catch her.  And she comes up with excuses and reasons why she should not jump.  But Dad is reassuring her – I will catch you.  It’s not that far.  I have never dropped anyone yet!  I am strong.  You are not that heavy.  Look at my big muscles and big hands!  You can do it.  But she says, “But Dad?!  But Dad?!”  And he says, “Uh uh.  Come on.  You must trust me now.  Jump.”
Well, that is kind of where we are at in Romans 8.  We have ben given reason after reason after reason to be confident and certain that our salvation in Christ is secure.  
But still, because we keep coming back with our, Yes, buts…, here in vv31-39, All of the believer’s remaining concerns are eliminated.  
1. And they are eliminated, in vv31-35, with what the commentator, John Stott, calls five unanswerable questions.  
a. Now, if you have keen eyes, you will count seven question marks in these verses.  So why am I saying just 5?  Well, the first question of v31 is Paul’s usual ‘formula,’ if you will, for moving from explanation to conclusion, and the two in v35 are really two halves of one question.  So there really are five unanswerable questions.  
i. And we call them unanswerable, not in the sense that they cannot actually be answered, because of course they can, but in the sense that they express undeniable truth that cannot be challenged.  For the believer, the asking of them is the answering of them.  
A. When we ask, for instance, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”, we are not asking, nervously, because maybe there is someone stronger than God.  No!  We are in fact professing our faith!  “If God is for us, who can be against us?”!!!!!  
1) John Stott puts it like this, “The apostle hurls these questions out into space, as it were, defiantly, triumphantly, challenging any creature in heaven or earth or hell to answer them or deny the truth that is contained in them.  But there is no answer, for nobody and nothing can harm the redeemed people of God.”  
1. So, the first question is found in the last part of v31: If God is for us, who can be against us?  
a. And it is the key question of the section.  The other four explain or amplify or illustrate this first question: “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  
i. And here we have to pause and see why this question needs to be asked.  Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, who is against you?  Does anything or anyone oppose your faith?  Is there anyone who is actively working to injure your faith or destroy it completely?  You better believe it!  
A. Not that long ago, I listened to a John Piper sermon in which he told the congregation which prayer request has been the most common of all the requests he has made to the Lord over the years.  
B. And it ought to be the same for every believer.  It ought to the thing that you are constantly asking of the Lord.

1) And now you are thinking to your self, Oh Oh!  Am I praying the right one?  Which one is it?  Have I missed something?  Well, it is this – Lord, Deliver me from temptation.  
a) And I am sure that as you reflect on that you will see why that request will be the most common request of the believer’s prayer.
i) All day long, we are assaulted by temptation, aren’t we.
ii. You have perhaps heard before of the three things that assault every believer – the devil, the world, and the weakness of the flesh.  
A. Well, look at vv35-39.  For in this comprehensive statement of things that cannot separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, note the specific things that Paul includes in the list: “angels nor demons … nor any powers”; that is the devil, who, as 1 Peter 5:8 says, “prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”  
1) He accuses, he tempts, he leads us to doubt, he tempts, he fosters unbelief, he tempts, he creates a sense of distance between you and Christ, he tempts, he stirs up dissension and division, and did I say, he tempts?.  
a) Believer, the devil is against you. 
B. But also in the list is “trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword … [and] death [and] life”; that is the weakness of the flesh when things are tough but also the false beliefs and temptations of the world are in these.  
C. And later in Romans, Paul will say, Do not conform, any longer to the pattern of this world,” and “let us behave decently … not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery … do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”   
1) Believer, the world and your weak flesh are against you.  
a) We need church because we are not experts on ourselves.

iii. There are enemies out there and (point to heart) in here that are against you.  BUT “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  
A. And this is no “if,” as in He might be or He might not be.  That is not what Paul has been painstakingly demonstrating in this book in relation to believers.  God is for us!  
1) God has foreknown you and predestined you and called you and justified you and glorified you, in Christ.  
2) God has made you His own through the blood of Jesus Christ.  
3) God has adopted you into His family.  
4) God has poured out His Spirit into you.  
5) And God causes all things to work together for His adopted children.  
B. It is as if Paul sets up this giant scales and he puts on one side all of the M&Ms that oppose us and on this side He puts the 1000kg weight of God with us in Christ Jesus – BOOM – smashed away.  Not even a competition!  “If God is for us, who can be against us?”
2. And that brings us to the second question of v32.  
a. And it is a question asked out of common human experience.  
i. You boys and girls will be familiar with the Book of Daniel.  Daniel became one of Nebuchadnezzar’s court officials.  And it was clear that to be a court official was a place of honour that enjoyed the favour of the king.  Being that close to the king meant good food, good clothes, jewellery, good wine, etc etc.  
ii. But as you read on and read about fiery furnaces and lion’s dens, what nagging thought would have been often on the mind of those court officials?  How long will it last?  When will the king’s favour become the king’s anger?  
iii. And while you and I have never been that close to a king, we still all probably know that you might as well enjoy generosity when you are shown it because it usually doesn’t last.  
iv. And so, the believer might wonder if God’s attitude might one day change?  If God’s favour might one day run out?  If God’s kindness might one day become God’s wrath?  
v. Well, instead of asking this as a bare question, the Spirit of the Lord, answers the question before He even asks it!  Notice, He does not just ask, Will God graciously give us all things?, but “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?”  
A. Boys and girls - Abraham sacrificing Isaac – his own son.  Put yourself in Abraham’s shoes!!!  
1) But Isaac, while Abraham’s son, was also a separate individual.
2) Jesus Christ, however, is the only-begotten Son of God.  They are mysteriously one in essence.  In the beginning He was with God and He was God.  He existed with the Father in a relationship of unity and intimacy that we can barely begin to understand; a relationship of love and oneness and perfection that is beyond our comprehension.  
B. But God “did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all.”  
1) And so, the meaning here is this: The hardest thing, the impossible thing, the unthinkable thing was for God to send Jesus to the cross for you, a sinner.  Doing anything and everything else for you is easy and inexpensive, by way of comparison.  
3. So, question 3 and v33: “Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?  It is God who justifies.”  
a. (Rev. DeVries) Earlier we read from Zechariah 3, which describes that heavenly courtroom scene with Joshua and the devil.  There is Joshua, who represents every child of God.  And he stands before God covered in filthy garments, which are a picture of his sin.  And the devil points this out to God.  And the devil is right.  You are a guilty sinner.  You are covered in the filth of lies and lust and laziness.  
i. So what does Joshua do to fix this problem?  Nothing.  
b. But God takes off Joshua’s filthy clothes and dresses him, instead, in clean, pure, and rich garments; the uniform of righteousness that is given to all those washed in the blood of Jesus Christ.  God justified Joshua.  God made Joshua one who could say, It is just-as-if-I never sinned!  
c. And that is you, also, believer.  If you believe that your sins are forgiven by the blood of Jesus Christ, you too are a justified one.  “It is finished.”  
i. God sees you as not only one who is free of sin’s guilt but one who has kept every one of His commandments perfectly.  Because He has dressed you in Christ, He has hidden you in Christ, and He sees you in Christ.  
A. So no one “will bring any charge against you.”  
B. It is pointless because “It is God who justifies.”
4. And that brings us to question 4 and v34.  “Who is he that condemns?  Christ Jesus, who died-- more than that, who was raised to life-- is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”
a. Congregation, a time is coming when every human being will stand before the Judgment Throne of Jesus Christ.  Matthew 25 says, “[Jesus] will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. [And] then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  
b. And the believer’s question that the Spirit of the Lord answers here in v34 is, Can I really be sure that heaven is mine?  Can I be confident of this?  Could my sins or the devil or anyone or anything condemn me on that day, because often I feel so overwhelmed by my guilt.  
i. As Paul says elsewhere in this book, “What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death?”  
A. Have you ever thought to yourself something like, If just 2% of all the evil I have done is made known on that day, surely Jesus will say, Whoa!  You better go that way (point right).”  
c. But the believer’s comfort comes in the answer to this question: If Jesus Christ died for you, nailing your sins to the cross of Calvary – “It is finished!”, and if Jesus Christ rose for you, revealing that God found His sacrifice for your sins acceptable, and if Jesus Christ has now been received into heaven, as the first-fruits of all whom God has unbreakably joined to Jesus, and if He stands at the right hand of God, each day, reminding the Father that you are His and that you are covered by His blood, believer, you have nothing to fear!  
i. He will not condemn you on the Day of Judgment.  
ii. Your eternal security is safe, in Jesus! 
5. So this brings us, finally, to question 5 and v35: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”
a. And this, dear friends, is the ‘sweep up’ question.  
i. Have you boys and girls ever dropped a glass on the floor that has smashed into pieces?  We probably all have.  And usually, it doesn’t break into a million pieces but just a few bits, doesn’t it.  And so, very carefully, you get some newspaper out and you pick up the bits and put them in the newspaper and start wrapping it up for the rubbish bin.  But then what does Mum say?  “Hold on.  Get the brush and shovel out and just sweep up around the floor in case there are some smaller bits.”  And she is wise to say this because a small piece of glass can do as much damage as a big one, right?  
ii. Well, with the first four questions in these verses, Paul has sweeped up the big bits.  We now know that they cannot do us any harm.  So now Paul sweeps us all the small bits, “Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword [separate us from the love of Christ]?”  
iii. And what is his answer?  “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors, through Him who loved us.”
A. Many of us, for example, have seen loved ones afflicted with dementia of one sort or another.  
1) Well, shall dementia separate us from the love of Christ?  No, says the Spirit of God.  No.  
B. Bullying?
C. Islamic Jihad?
6. And so, as a grand conclusion to the majestic declarations of these five unanswerable questions, the apostle says what he says in vv38-39.  
a. And I think we should recite these words together as a profession of faith.  Most of us, I expect, have NIV Bibles?  So, perhaps those of us with different versions can share with our neighbour or read from our versions a little quieter.  
i. But let’s recite vv38-39 together: “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
7. Congregation, the names on the doors of lawyer’s offices are often in pairs aren’t they.  Smith & Johnson – Attorneys at law, or Fotherington & Blundell.  I even read of a firm named Payne & Fears! And there was also Bickers & Bickers.  And who could forget this one - Poundum, Good & Harte! 
a. Well, in chapter 8 of Romans, Paul portrays the believer as a person who is worried about facing legal proceedings – Are there some who are against me?  Will some press charges against me?  Could I be condemned?  What about my guilt?  Might I be sentenced to eternal death in hell?  
b. And it is as if Paul wants the believer to know that he or she has the best firm of lawyers possible: The Spirit & the Ascended Christ!  If I may express it like that with all due respect.  He gives us a picture of a divine law firm with two branches, an earthly office and a heavenly one.  
i. Here on earth, you have the Holy Spirit, dwelling within you, permanently, interceding for you “with groans that words cannot express (v26).”  He takes your prayers and He interprets them correctly before the Father, who thus delights in your prayers.  
ii. And in heaven, Jesus: Your ascended Saviour, is constantly reminding the Father that His blood has been shed for you.
Now, would it be reasonable for us to hear about what Jesus is doing for us in heaven, right now, and to walk out of hear without being resolved to be more like Him?  
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Deed 
So, “set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”  Amen.

